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PATHFINDER FOR THE HISTORY OF CARTOGRAPHY (HoC)

By Joel Kovarsky   © 2007-2011  (Last update 27 August 2011)
Introduction:

This is intended as a short, introductory resource for materials pertaining to the history of cartography. It is particularly intended for students and librarians unfamiliar with the subject.  This is an expanding and cross-disciplinary field, with intellectual ties to general-political-military-transportation history, the growth of nations, art, map-making and map-collecting. There are suggestions for both print and digital resources. These suggestions pertain to printed maps, not to the recent and rapidly expanding areas of GIS (Geographic Information Systems) and digital mapping.

Basic Books & Journals:

J. B. Harley and David Woodward (eds), The History of Cartography. Chicago and London: University of Chicago Press, 1987- . NOTE: The first three volumes (six books) have been released. Others are in progress, and a discussion of the project may be seen at: http://www.geography.wisc.edu/histcart/. Volumes I and II of this series are now online.
James R. Akerman  and Robert W. Karrow  Jr. (eds.),  Maps: Finding Our Place in the World. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press (co-published with the Field Museum), 2007.

Lloyd A. Brown, The Story of Maps. New York: Dover Publications, 1979 (reprint of the 1949 ed.).

J.B. Harley (edited by Paul Laxton with an introduction by JH Andrews), The New Nature of Maps – Essays in the History of Cartography. Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2001.
Mark Monmonier, How to Lie with Maps, second ed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1996.

Norman J. W. Thrower, Maps and Civilization: Cartography in Culture and Society. 3d edition. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2008.

Denis Wood (with John Fels), The Power of Maps. New York and London: Guilford Press, 1992.

Imago Mundi: The International Journal for the History of Cartography. Issued twice a year, by Taylor & Francis (Routledge): http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/title~db=all~content=t713703011~tab=summary 

Expanded  Reading Lists:

Books to get you into the subject: http://maphistory.info/litgen.html 

Journals and newsletters pertaining to the HoC: http://maphistory.info/journals.html 

Matthew H. Edney, Recent Trends in the History of Cartography:

A Selective, Annotated Bibliography to the English-Language Literature. Coordinates: Online Journal of the Map and Geography Round Table, American Library Association, ser. B, no. 6, version 2.1, April 2007. Accessible at: http://purl.oclc.org/coordinates/b6.htm. 

An Annotated List of Reference Books for the Antiquarian Map Collector. Accessible at: http://www.theprimemeridian.com/bibliography.htm. 

Library of Congress Call Numbers: For general geography headings, see: http://www.loc.gov/aba/cataloging/classification/lcco/lcco_g.pdf .

General Keyword Suggestions: history of cartography, philosophy of cartography, historiography of cartography, history of art, carto-bibliography (cartobibliography), map analysis, semiotics, indigenous cartographies, imperialism, state formation, nationalism, commerce, consumption, maps, mapping, map production, map library (libraries), exploration, voyages, map projections, (early place-names)

General Online Guides:

Map History / History of Cartography—THE Gateway to the Subject: http://maphistory.info/ 

A Condensed Digital Travelers Guide—Web Resources for Map Collectors and Enthusiasts:  http://www.theprimemeridian.com/collectorguide.htm 

Searching for Early Maps: Use of Online Library Catalogs: http://www.maphistory.info/SEARCHING%20FOR%20EARLY%20MAPS.pdf (also includes a list of some of the better images sites)
Early Map Images Online:

General list of sites with large numbers of images: http://maphistory.info/imageindex.html 

Visual Collections, Cartography (includes main David Rumsey site): http://www.davidrumsey.com/collections/cartography.html 

Gallica-BNF (from the Bibliothèque nationale de France): http://gallica.bnf.fr/ 

American Memory Maps (from the Library of Congress): http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/gmdhtml/ 

National Library of Australia DigitalCollections Maps: http://www.nla.gov.au/digicoll/maps.html 

National Library of Scotland Maps: http://www.nls.uk/maps/index.html 

National Maritime Museum CollectionsOnline Maps: http://www.nmm.ac.uk/collections/explore/index.cfm/category/charts 

New York Public Library Digital Gallery, History and Geography: http://digitalgallery.nypl.org/nypldigital/index.cfm 

Norman B. Leventhal Map Center at the Boston Public Library: http://maps.bpl.org/ex/collection/ 

Ryhiner Collection of the Universitätsbibliothek Bern: http://www.zb.unibe.ch/maps/ryhiner/sammlung/?group=volume 
Online Databases for the HoC:

IKAR Database of Old Maps: http://ikar.staatsbibliothek-berlin.de/allgemeines/english.html 

WorldCat via FirstSearch (subscription access required): http://newfirstsearch.oclc.org/FSIP 

WorldCat.org (free access): http://worldcat.org/ 

Karlsruhe Virtual Catalog KVK (generally stronger than WorldCat in European early map material; free access):  http://www.ubka.uni-karlsruhe.de/kvk_en.html 
Newberry Library Cartographic Catalog: http://www.biblioserver.com/newberry/  
Map Collecting: 

Francis J. Manasek, Collecting Old Maps. Norwich (VT): Terra Nova Press, 1998.

Jonathan Potter, Collecting Antique Maps: An Introduction to the History of Cartography. London: J. Potter Ltd., 1999.

Carl Moreland and David Bannister, Antique Maps. Oxford: Phaidon Christie's, 1986. (a truncated version is online at: http://www.antiquemaps.co.uk/book/introduction.asp) 

Antique Map Price Record, MapRecord Publications: http://maprecord.com/  (Note: In addition to being a comprehensive record of retail and auction map prices, this also provides a list of worldwide antiquarian map dealers.)

Map Societies:

Map Societies Around the World: http://cartography.geo.uu.nl/mapsoc/index.html 

The International Map Collectors’ Society: http://www.imcos.org/ 

Washington Map Society: http://www.washmap.org 

Discussion Lists:

MapHist Discussion Group: http://www.maphist.nl/ 

MapTrade Mailing List: http://www.raremaps.com/maptrade/ 

Map Libraries (General Resources):

Christopher J. J. Thiry (editor), Guide to US Map Resources, third ed. Chicago: Map and Geography Roundtable of the American Library Association, 2005.

Western Association of Map Libraries: http://www.waml.org/ 

Groupe des Cartothécaires de LIBER: http://www.maps.ethz.ch/mapcuratorship/gdc_liber 

The British Cartographic Society—The Map Curators’ Toolbox: http://www.cartography.org.uk/Pages/Membership/Curators/Toolbox/index.html 

Cartography Calendars:

Exhibitions: http://home.earthlink.net/~docktor/exhibit.htm
Events: http://home.earthlink.net/~docktor/index.htm 
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